FEDERAL MINE SAFETY AND HEALTH REVIEW COMMISSION

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGES

313 W. COLFAX AVENUE, SUITE
DENVER, COLORADO    80704
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MINERALS   EXPLORATION   COMPANY,

Contestant

Docket   No.   WEST   80-338-RM
Citation/Order   576874?   4/28/80

SECRETARY   OF   LABOR,

MINK   SAFETY   AND   HEALTH
ADMINISTRATION   (MSHA),
Respondent

CONTEST   PROCEEDING

Sweetwater Uranium Project

DECISION

Appearances:    Anthony n. Weber, Esq. , Union Oil Company of.

California, Los Angeles, California,
for Contestant;

Robert J. Lesnick, Esq., Office of the Solicitor,
U. S. Department of Labor, Denver, Colorado,
for Respondent.

Before:        Judge Morris

Contestant, Minerals Exploration Company, (Minerals), contests
a citation issued by the Secretary on behalf of the Mine Safety and
Health Administration, (MSHA), under the authority of the Federal
Mine Safety and Health Act, 30 U.S.C. 801 et aeq.

After notice to the parties a hearing on the merits was held
commencing on October 5, 1982 in Laramie, Wyoming.

Minerals filed a post trial brief.

Jurisdiction

At the commencement of the trial contestant denied jurisdiction
in WEST 80-338-RM because the case involves a contract issue (Tr*
3-4).

On this issue the evidence shows that contestant had filed the
legal identity form required by the regulations and received an MSHA
identification number (Tr. Ifi, 17).  Contestant also held itself out
as the operator of the property {Tr, 17).

The foregoing facts establish jurisdiction.

Issue
The issue is whether contestant is liable under the facts.
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